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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Inoue (U.S. 5,744,933) in view of Kobayashi (U.S. 
4,556,837) and in further view of Fernandez (U.S. 6,184,651). 

Regarding claim 1, Inoue disclose wherein a charging apparatus (figure 1 item 
1) comprising a housing (figure 1 item 1) having an opening at one side (figure 3 
item 16a); an openable supported door for shutting the opening of the housing 
(figure 1 item 7); and chargers for charging at least one object to be charged in 
the housing (figure 3 item 17). Inoue discloses the invention as previously 
claimed, but does not disclose the remainder. Kobayashi discloses in figure 5 
wherein items L1 1a-d are a plurality coils or chargers, that are surrounding the 
device. Kobayashi discloses in figure 2, wherein the chargers, item 200, non- 
contactly supply electric power by electromagnetic induction from built-in coils, 
item L11, of power feeders to said at least one object, item 100, having a built-in 
coil, item L21 ; of a power receiver and a built-in battery, item BT. Kobayashi 
discloses in column 6 line 63 - column 7 line 27 wherein the high frequency 
signals are sent from an IC chip, figure 3 item CPU, having a oscillator, item 
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108. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the Inoue system with the Kobayshi system so that the 
charging system can charge a wide variety of appliances and is not limited by 
different input terminals on a device. Inoue and Kobayashi disclose the invention 
as previously claimed, but do not disclose the remainder. Fernandez discloses in 
figure 3 item 37 wherein an antenna is used to transmit frequency data signals. 
Fernandez further discloses a circuit for controlling chargers, item 47, around the 
object according to the data signals received by the antenna so as to drive a 
charger sending electromagnetic waves to the object. At the time of invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
Inoue and the Kobayashi system with the Fernandez system so that the charging 
process and transfer of charging energy is improved. 

Regarding claim 3, Inoue discloses wherein the charging apparatus comprising 
at least one shelf in the housing for receiving the object wherein the chargers for 
charging objects placed on the shelf and/or on the inner face of the bottom of the 
housing are provided to the shelf and/or the housing (figures 1 and 15 show 
multiple rows). 

Regarding claims 5, Inoue discloses wherein at least one standing partition on 
said at lest one shelf and/or on the inner face of the bottom of the housing for 
partitioning the shelf and/or the inner face of the bottom of the housing into a 
plurality of spaces, wherein the object is placed at the space partition by the 
partition (figure 3 item 3). 
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Regarding claims 7, Inoue discloses wherein at least one of the charger is 
provided on said at least one partition (figure 3 item 17). Kobayashi discloses in 
figure 5 a plurality of power transmitting coils, items L1 1a-f disposed in a 
surround relation to the container. At the time of invention, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Inoue system with the 
Kobayashi system so that the charging container can charge a wide variety of 
devices and is not limited by charger size. 

Regarding claims 9, 11, and 13, Inoue discloses wherein the housing includes 
a shielding body for shielding the outside from the electromagnetic waves 
generated by the electromagnetic induction. It is obvious that the material that 
the vending machine is made from a metal that may act as a shield from outside 
electromagnetic waves. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system with a metal shield 
because metal is a strong material and protect the battery inside. 
Regarding claim 18, Inoue discloses wherein the object is a secondary battery 
(column 2 lines 38 - 42), but does not disclose the remainder of the claimed 
invention. Kobayashi discloses in figure 1 item BT, wherein the object is a 
secondary battery detachable from an electronic device and having the coil, item 
L21 of the power receiver. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Inoue system with the 
Kobayashi system so that battery can easily be charged by the system. 
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Regarding claims 19, Inoue discloses wherein the object is a portable device 
(column 2 lines 38 - 42: mobile phone) 

3. Claims 15 and 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inoue (U.S. 5,744,933) in view of Kobayashi (U.S. 4,556,837) as applied to claim 1 and 
in further view of Binder (U.S. 6,208,1 1 5). 

Regarding claims 15 and 17, Inoue and Kobayashi both disclose wherein the 
object includes a battery, which is obvious that the batteries may be detached 
from the systems. Kobayashi also discloses a built-in coil, figure 1 item L21. At 
the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the Inoue system with the Kobayashi system so that different 
methods of charging can be used. For further clarification, Binder discloses a 
device wherein the secondary battery is detachable and comprises an adapter 
with a built-in coil for electromagnetic charging. At the time of invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the Inoue and 
Kobayashi system with the Binder system so that device can be powered in a 
variety of different ways and is not limited in its methods of charging. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 9/08/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding claim 1, the applicant argues that the Inoue reference fails to 
disclose a control circuit that drives a charger that sends electromagnetic waves to the 
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object from an optimal direction. The Inoue system teaches a control circuit that drives 
a charger that sends magnetic waves, because it is charges devices and 
electromagnetic induction is merely another form of transferring electric current. It 
would be obvious to modify this system with a plurality of chargers in order to ensure 
optimum charging. The applicant further argues that the Kobayashi system fails to 
disclose a control circuit that drives a charger that sends electromagnetic waves to the 
object from an optimal direction. The word "optimal" is relative, and Kobayashi and 
discloses an optimal direction since it is around the cup along the direction of 
thermometer. The electromagnetic induction provided in the Kobayashi system 
includes sending electromagnetic waves in an optimal direction because the device 
lacks current. The applicant further argues that Kobayashi fails to teach a plurality of 
chargers and a control circuit that drives a charger that sends electromagnetic waves. 
Kobayashi discloses a CPU in figure 3, which drives the charger to send 
electromagnetic waves to the device. The applicant continues to argue that the 
Fernandez reference fails to disclose a control circuit that drives a charger that sends 
electromagnetic waves to the object from an optimal direction. Although Fernandez 
only discloses a single charger, the charging process is the same as the applicants and 
charges the battery via electromagnetic waves from an optimal direction, as disclosed in 
column 3 lines 59-60. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexis Boateng whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5979. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 6:00 pm, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Karl Easthom can be reached on (571) 272-1989. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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